
613 Ellen Adams (the Relict of Thomas Adams late of Waterdrum in the County of �ermanagh 

preacher of Gods word) being duely sworne & examined before vs by vertue of a Comission to 

us and others directed for the enquiry & examination of the Losses & su�erings of the Brittish 

& protestantes within this Kingdome of Ireland; deposeth & saith That about the 24 th day of 

October 1641 the deponents said husband lost & was forceably dispoiled of his Catle, Corne 

and Chatles to the value of Two hundred pounds & vpwards This examinant being further 

examined saith That uppon the foure & twentieth day of October aforesaid, the deponents said 

husband Thomas Adams & her sonn John Adams together with seuerall other protestants 

liveing in or neere Waterdrum aforesaid, were suddenly surprised aboute Twelue a clocke at 

night, by Rory Magwire the late Lord Magwires brother, accompanyed with Donnogh Magwire 

of Rossbegg in the said County gent, and a number of armed Rebells, who with swords drawen 

in a Cruell & barbarous manner, murthered the said Thomas & John Adams, and not therewith 

satis�ed but then and there inhumanely murthered Joseph Berry an ancient adged man, past 

foure scoure yeres of adge takeing noe Compassion of his weaknes nor gray haires, & together 

with him they massacred his sonn William Berry The deponent further saith that the said Rory 

Magwires Confederates, or some of them (whose names she doth not remember) �nding one 

Tary Brunt the wife of Geo: Brunt at Waterdrum aforesaid, she being bigg with child and at the 
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Is it possible to assess the degree of uncertainty 
a particular body of data leaves or introduces 
vis-a-vis any research question posed to it, tracking 
the points in the process at which uncertainty is 
introduced and the impact of the application of 
different computational models?

Our project seeks to promote a debate around uncertainty Digital 

Humanities datasets. We argue this debate can be enabled by 

means of a collaborative platform that is able to collect, organize 

and share the users’ different perspectives on their own data or 

that of others.

 

Computations in massive datasets may take too long to obtain a 

satisfactory user experience. On the other hand, our methodology 

invites researchers to explore their data from multiple different 

perspectives. We employ a novel visualization paradigm to produce 

user-steerable visualizations in order to tackle latency issues.

Our user-centered design process ensures the proposed 

visualizations are able to capture and expose the inherent uncertainty 

in a different range of humanistic research questions. Our first 

examples employ the 1641 Irish Depositions dataset and have been 

created in close collaborations with experts in the field.

The PROVIDEDH project revolves around two key scientific questions:

D U R I N G  T H E  W H O L E  L I F E C Y C L E  O F  A N Y  D H  P R O J E C T  —  F R O M  T H E  D A T A  P R E P A R A T I O N  

T O  T H E  A C T U A L  A N A L Y S I S  O R  E X P L O R A T I O N  P H A S E  —  M A N Y  D E C I S I O N S  H A V E  T O  B E  

M A D E  I N  O R D E R  T O  Y I E L D  T H E  D E S I R E D  R E S U L T S  T H A T  D E P E N D  O N  T H E  U N C E R T A I N T Y  

P E R T A I N I N G  T O  B O T H  T H E  D A T A S E T S  A N D  T H E  M O D E L S  B E H I N D  T H E M

2
Is it possible to convey this evolution of uncertainty 
by means of interactive multimodal interfaces 
that progressively adapt to the moment in which they 
are used and permit the users to make decisions 
accordingly? 

THE SOURCES OF UNCERTAINTY
IN DIGITAL HUMANITIES DATASETS

Contact  /   Roberto Therón (theron@usal.es)
For more details go to:  http://providedh.eu

An user-friendly interface of annotating electronic text is included in 

the close reading module of our collaborative platform. Additionally, 

potential directions of visually tracking these annotations 

(provenace of the dataset) are included. The user can thus decide 

which snapshot of the dataset is better suited to the current 

research task. 

Solutions for many possible cases are considered, like annotating the 

same or intersecting texts by many people with different profiles, or 

annotating already tagged entities by many people with different 

perspectives of those entities. A taxonomy of uncertainty sources have 

been proposed for the users to categorize their uncertainty 

annotations.

A standard way to annotate DH research datasets is through the use of 

TEI tags. Although the TEI provides various methods to indicate that some 

aspects of the encoded text are problematic or uncertain, it is not a 

common practice and uncertainty remains a challenge. We aim at 

bringing uncertainty to the surface by associating the existing TEI 

elements with the developed taxonomy of sources of uncertainty.

COLLABORATIVE PLATFORM PROGRESSIVE VISUALIZATION UNCERTAINTY VISUALIZATION

COLLABORATIVE TEXT ANNOTATION UNCERTAINTY ANNOTATION UNCERTAINTY IN TEI


